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Video is a very powerful tool to use in a Moodle course, allowing students, for 

example, to catch up on lectures they missed, learn from a "how-to" screencast, or 

improve their language skills by watching native speakers interact. 

 

To utilise our storage space and to ensure we do not reduce the running speed of 

Moodle we recommend that you upload videos to an online site like Microsoft Stream 

(included in Office 365), YouTube (available free) or ClickView (WCS has a 

subscription). They can easily be embedded inside Moodle from such sites and 

privacy can still be maintained if you choose their private video sharing option. 

 

You can include these videos in your Moodle course in a number of ways. 

 

Linking to a video online elsewhere 

• If your video is hosted elsewhere online (such as YouTube or Stream) you 

can simply link to the relevant page by choosing URL from 'Add an activity or 

resource' and pasting in the relevant link.  The video will appear as a line of 

text on your page. See Adding a URL in Moodle Guides 

• Note that, if you utilize ClickView your students might not be able to access 

your video until they have logged into ClickView. 

 

Uploading a video 

• It is not recommended to upload the video directly into Moodle as this 
might slow the site down. 

 
Embedding a video using an embed code (this is the recommended solution) 

• Both YouTube and Stream generate an embed code for you, see guide 

Getting a Video embed code if you are unsure. Videos may be embedded 

as follows: 

 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/studio/channels
http://www.youtube.com/
https://dls.westcollegescotland.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=429
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1. Go to your chosen video sharing site and find and copy the embed code of the 
video you wish to display.  

2. In your chosen course Turn editing on.  

3. Choose the topic where you wish to embed the video. 

4. Click Add an activity or resource  

5. Choose Label from the list of resources and click Add 

 
6. Click the Moodle media icon as in the following screenshot: 

 

5. Choose the Video Tab and Paste the URL (address) into the Video source URL 

box 
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• Display options: allows you to specify a height and width for the video – e.g.: 
YouTube size is width="560" height="315" 

• Advanced settings: allows you to decide how the video will play 
• Subtitles and captions: allow you to add subtitle files (VTT) in different 

languages and/or caption files, with descriptions, chapters, and metadata if 
you have them. If the video is on YouTube, subtitles can be generated 
automatically then corrected (which may be an easier option). NOTE: The 
files must be uploaded to Moodle; they will not display if they are linked from 
elsewhere. 

6. Click the Insert media button when you are ready.  
7. Your video will appear as an empty black video window until you save the 

changes to the label. 

 

8. Click Save and return to course  
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Using embed code to display external videos e.g. YouTube (this option is 
recommended if you have subtitles on your video) 

 

1. Copy the embed code from your chosen external source (see the guide called 

Getting a Video embed code if you are unsure how to get this from Stream or 

YouTube). 

2. Follow steps 1 – 5 above to add a Label to your chosen topic. 

3. Click the HTML code icon as in the following screenshot: 

 

4. Paste your embed code into the box: 

 

5. Save your changes 
6. Your video will display embedded in a player. YouTube videos by default play via 

the VideoJS player. 

 

https://docs.moodle.org/38/en/VideoJS_player
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